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June 27 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

First, I am directing you to undertake a sys-
tem-wide review and to take all necessary steps
to provide for full victim participation in Federal
criminal proceedings. I want you to hold the
Federal system to a higher standard of victims’
rights than ever before. In particular, I want
you to adopt a nationwide automated victim in-
formation and notification system so that we can
better inform and protect crime victims.

Second, I would like you to work with other
Federal agencies whose missions involve them
with crime victims in order to ensure that a
common and comprehensive baseline of partici-
pation for victims can be achieved.

Third, I want you to review existing Federal
statutes to see what further changes ought to
be made. For example, I would like you to
consider legislation that would prohibit employ-
ers from dismissing or disciplining employees
who are victims of crime and whose participa-

tion as victims in criminal proceedings requires
them to take time away from their employment.

Finally, I want you to work with State offi-
cials—governors, attorneys general, legislators,
district attorneys, and judges—and victims’
rights advocates to identify the needs, chal-
lenges, best practices, and resources necessary
to help achieve a uniform national baseline of
protections for victims. The Department of Jus-
tice should provide technical assistance to State
and local law enforcement, as well as other Fed-
eral agencies, and serve as a national clearing-
house for information about the most effective
approaches to realizing fully the rights of victims
of violent crime.

To achieve these objectives, I expect you to
identify funding needs where and as appropriate.
Please report to me in writing as soon as pos-
sible on the specific steps you will take to
achieve these goals.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Most-Favored-Nation
Trade Status for China
June 27, 1996

I applaud the action of the House of Rep-
resentatives to approve my decision to renew
most-favored-nation trade status for China. The
strong bipartisan show of support today is clear
evidence that the American people agree that
engagement, not isolation, is the best way to
advance America’s interests with China as else-
where.

This positive vote helps us continue to engage
China on a broad range of issues, including
human rights, nonproliferation, trade, regional
security, and relations with Taiwan. It enables

us to continue to strengthen cooperation while
firmly addressing our differences. It is a strong
vote in favor of America’s interests.

As I meet with the G–7 leaders, this vote
is also a strong reaffirmation of America’s con-
tinued leadership and engagement in the world.

I thank the House of Representatives for its
overwhelming support and look forward to con-
tinuing our work with the Congress on a bipar-
tisan China policy that advances America’s inter-
ests.

Statement on the Death of Mollie Beattie
June 28, 1996

America lost one of its great spirits with the
untimely passing of Mollie Beattie. Mollie was
a person who believed in the value of life and

wildlife so deeply that she dedicated her many
talents to preserving God’s gracious Earth.

As the first woman director of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Mollie presided over a sea
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